EXAMPLE:  E-MAIL SUPPORTING HOME STAR LANGUAGE CONTAINING WATERSENSE INCENTIVES AS PART OF THE SENATE ENERGY BILL
Dear Senator:

On behalf of [insert organization name and # of employees] I am writing to voice our strong support for the Home Star provisions now being considered as part of the Senate Energy Bill and to urge you to join in supporting the legislation. 

This bill will spur hiring as well as conserve billions of gallons of water, save consumers money and reduce energy consumption by creating an incentives program for WaterSense products – products which undergo independent testing and certification to meet reliable performance standards.  
WaterSense Saves Water:  The average household spends as much as $500 annually on its water and sewer bill.  By making a few simple changes to use water more efficiently, a household could save $170 per year.  Replacing an older, existing toilet with a WaterSense labeled model, can save 4,000 gallons per year.  If all U.S. households installed water-efficient appliances, the country would save more than 3 trillion gallons of water and more that $18 billion dollars per year.
WaterSense Creates Jobs:  WaterSense incentives will spur hiring by manufacturers that produce the products, wholesalers and retailers who sell the products and the local contractors and construction workers who install these plumbing products.  The jobs potential for investment in replacing plumbing fittings and fixtures is on the order of 18 jobs per million dollars of direct investment. 
WaterSense Saves Energy and Reduces Greenhouse Gas Emissions: It takes a significant amount of energy to deliver and treat water that is used every day.  American public water supply and treatment facilities consume about 56 billion kilowatt-hours (kWh) per year – enough electricity to power more than 5 million homes for an entire year.  For example, letting a faucet run for five minutes uses as much energy as burning a 60-watt light bulb for 14 hours.
 

We at [Insert name of organization] are committed to promoting water efficiency and environmental sustainability, as well as health, safety, and quality of plumbing products.  We see the intrinsic value of water efficiency, but also the direct linkage between water efficiency and energy efficiency and feel that the Home star legislation is the right vehicle at the right time to promote WaterSense products and spur job creation.  
We would greatly appreciate your leadership on this issue and urge you to support the Home Star provisions promoting water and energy efficiency as the Senate considers energy legislation.  

Thank you,

