TALKING POINTS: JOB CREATION THROUGH WATER EFFICIENCY

· The Water Coalition represents widely diverse interests -- plumbing and irrigation contractors, union members, equipment manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers, utilities, environmental groups, water efficiency organizations, and real estate organizations.  

· The Water Coalition urges Congress to incorporate water efficiency incentives as part of the HOME STAR program and include HOME STAR in jobs legislation. 
· HOME STAR is a proposed new program to create jobs by providing incentives for energy efficiency improvements in residential buildings.  The HOME STAR program will act as a bridge to long‐term market development of existing industries and is designed to rapidly create jobs and reduce residential energy bills. 

· HOME STAR would invest $6 billion in the form of incentives, matched by private investment, to generate three million home retrofits, 168,000 jobs, and support an American industry. 

· The WATER Coalition urges the Senate to add water efficiency to the HOME STAR proposal -- WaterSense products incentives create jobs, save water, and save energy.
· EPA’s WaterSense label certifies that a product will save water and perform well. The label is backed by third-party testing and independent certification to ensure that the product meets EPA’s stringent criteria for efficiency and performance.

· Incentives for WaterSense Create Jobs:  Incentives for the purchase of WaterSense products and services can be deployed quickly to build consumer demand for WaterSense technology and create and retain jobs. 
· WaterSense incentives will spur hiring by manufacturers that produce the products, wholesalers and retailers who sell the products, and the local contractors and construction workers who install these plumbing and irrigation products.  The need for these incentives is clear.

· The jobs potential for investment in replacing plumbing fixtures is on the order of 18,000 jobs per billion dollars of direct investment.    

· WaterSense incentives will help reverse the disturbing decline in construction-related jobs.  Unemployment in construction-related jobs, including plumbing, is at an alarming 25%.    

· The supply chain in the plumbing industry is poised to respond almost immediately to the increased consumer demand for WaterSense products.  

WaterSense products also save water and energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions:

	
	Water Saved
	Electricity Saved
	GHG Emissions Avoided

	Toilets
	2.19 billion gallons
	7 million kWh
	5,000 metric tons

	Faucets and Aerators
	7.19 billion gallons
	1 billion kWh
	700,000 metric tons


