
: A New Law   
That Still Needs Funding

WaterSense has saved Americans more than $46 billion on their water and 
energy bills in its nearly 13 years of existence as a voluntary public/private 
partnership at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). It did that without ever 
being authorized by Congress.

So we were all elated when our years of effort led to congressional 
authorization of WaterSense as part of last year’s Water Infrastructure 
Improvement Act. Now, WaterSense is federal law, a part of the Energy 
Policy and Conservation Act.

But despite that, President Trump is once again proposing to 
eliminate the WaterSense program at EPA as of October 1.

It is vital that we support congressional action to challenge the President’s 
recommendation and fund WaterSense.

Before it became a law last year, WaterSense was paid for from discretionary 
funds belonging to the EPA administrator. This was done by both Republican and 
Democrat administrations in support of the important work done by 
WaterSense.

That was, until President Trump took office in 2017. For the 
past two years, the president’s budget has directed that no 
money be spent on WaterSense.
Undeterred, we and our allies in the water conservation community—
including utilities, plumbing manufacturers, irrigation organizations and 
conservation organizations—were able to rally congressional support. As a 
result, the fiscal 2018 and 2019 appropriations for EPA included instructions 
directing the administrator to continue the WaterSense program through 
September 30, 2019, when the current fiscal year ends.
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Now, President Trump’s latest 
budget would once again eliminate 
WaterSense as of the new fiscal year, 
which begins Oct. 1.

We must again convince Congress to 
continue this vital program. 
It will only take about $3 million to operate WaterSense at EPA next 
year. We must be sure that key lawmakers, particularly members of 
the House and Senate Appropriations Committees, understand that 
the return on this small investment is vital to conserving billions of 
dollars in water and energy savings.

But we need money. 
Our legislative action team is already at work contacting lawmakers, 
educating them on the success of WaterSense and the significance 
of continuing this public/private partnership. But we must ensure 
we have the money to continue paying for these vital efforts.

And we need your help.
Lawmakers respond best to grassroots communications from their 
constituents. 

We need you to: 
 i Contact your senators and representatives. 
 i Tell them how important it is that Congress 
fund Watersense.

A list of the members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees  
is attached. Members of the subcommittees that considers funding for EPA  
are indicated.

If you’d like to sign onto a master letter from 
the Alliance for Water Efficiency, contact: 
Mary Ann Dickinson (maryann@a4we.org)

mailto:maryann@a4we.org


These are the subcommittees that review the EPA budget.

House Appropriations Committee

REPUBLICANS

Kay Granger, Texas, Ranking Member

Hal Rogers, Kentucky

Robert Aderholt, Alabama

ü Mike Simpson, Idaho

John Carter, Texas

Ken Calvert, California

Tom Cole, OK, Vice Ranking Member

Mario Diaz‐Balart, Florida

Tom Graves, Georgia

Steve Womack, Arkansas

Jeff Fortenberry, Nebraska

Chuck Fleischmann, Tennessee

Jaime Herrera Beutler, Washington

Ø David Joyce, Ohio

Andy Harris, Maryland

Martha Roby, Alabama

ü Mark Amodei, Nevada

ü Chris Stewart, Utah

Steven Palazzo, Mississippi

Dan Newhouse, Washington

John Moolenaar, Michigan

John Rutherford, Florida

Will Hurd, Texas

DEMOCRATS

Nita Lowey, New York, Chair

Marcy Kaptur, Ohio

Pete Visclosky, Indiana

ü José E. Serrano, New York

Rosa DeLauro, Connecticut

David Price, North Carolina

Lucille Roybal‐Allard, California

Sanford Bishop, Georgia

Barbara Lee, California

Ø Betty McCollum, Minnesota

Tim Ryan, Ohio

Dutch Ruppersberger, Maryland

Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Florida

Henry Cuellar, Texas

ü Chellie Pingree, Maine

Mike Quigley, Illinois

ü Derek Kilmer, Washington

Matt Cartwright, Pennsylvania

Grace Meng, New York

Mark Pocan, Wisconsin

Katherine Clark, Massachusetts

Pete Aguilar, California, Vice Chair

Lois Frankel, Florida

Cheri Bustos, Illinois

ü Bonnie Watson Coleman, New Jersey

ü Brenda Lawrence, Michigan

Norma Torres, California

Charlie Crist, Florida

Ann Kirkpatrick, Arizona

Ed Case, Hawaii

Senate Appropriations Committee

REPUBLICANS

Richard Shelby, Alabama, Chairman

ü Mitch McConnell, Kentucky

ü Lamar Alexander, Tennessee

Susan Collins, Maine

Ø Lisa Murkowski, Alaska

Lindsey Graham, South Carolina

Roy Blunt, Missouri

Jerry Moran. Kansas

John Hoeven, North Dakota

John Boozman, Arkansas

ü Shelly Moore Capito, West Virginia

John Kennedy, Louisiana

ü Cindy Hyde‐Smith, Mississippi

ü Steve Daines, Montana

ü Marco Rubio, Florida

James Lankford, Oklahoma

DEMOCRATS

ü Patrick Leahy, Vermont, Ranking Member

Patty Murray, Washington

ü Dianne Feinstein, California

Dick Durbin, Illinois

ü Jack Reed, Rhode Island

ü Jon Tester, Montana

Ø Tom Udall, New Mexico

Jeanne Shaheen, New Hampshire

ü Jeff Merkley, Oregon

Chris Coons, Delaware

Brian Schatz, Hawaii

Tammy Baldwin, Wisconsin

Christopher Murphy, Connecticut

Joe Manchin, West Virginia

Chris Van Hollen, Maryland

 iContact your senators and 
representatives. 
 iTell them how important 
it is that Congress fund 
Watersense. 

✓ Indicates members of the House and Senate Submittees on Interior and Environment
Ø  Indicates the chairs and ranking members of those subcommittees
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